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     Check out the updates this month from the T.I.P. Youth Ambassadors! See 
how the start of the show season has gone, and what they have been up to in 
their free time to spread the word about T.I.P. and Thoroughbreds (Page #6).  
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Dear Youth Ambassadors,  

 

This month I had the opportunity to travel to Merryland Farm located in Hydes, 
Maryland for the Maryland Horse Breeders Association (MHBA) annual 
membership meeting. I joined Andrew Chesser, Manager of Registration Services 
at The Jockey Club, to deliver a short presentation on the topics of microchips and 
the Thoroughbred Incentive Program.  

 

This was a great opportunity to give updates on the T.I.P. Youth Ambassador 
Program as well, especially since MHBA is one of our primary sponsors for this 
program. We thanked them for their continued support, and provided them with 
our most recent newsletter to demonstrate what the Youth Ambassadors have 
been up to. Cricket Goodall, Executive Director of the Maryland Horse Breeders 
Association, expressed her enthusiasm for T.I.P. and the Youth Ambassador 
Program as she comes from a sport horse background herself. 

 

Maryland is not only home to one of our primary sponsors, but also to three of our 
T.I.P. Youth Ambassadors this year: Calista Plante, Caroline Kingsbury, and Chloe 
Bellerive. We had some additional time after our meeting and I was fortunate 
enough to have the chance to meet up and chat with our Youth Ambassador, 
Chloe.   

 

Andrew and I met Chloe at one of her favorite local creameries. It did not 
disappoint! Along with some great ice cream we had a great conversation with 
Chloe in which she shared her progress with us on school, horse shows, clinics, as 
well as the stories of how she adopted and trained her Off-Track Thoroughbreds. 
Chloe has been chosen to participate this year in the USHJA Emerging Athletes 
Program, where she will ride later this summer in a clinic with Kip Rosenthal at 
Frying Pan Farm Park in Herndon, Virginia. Chloe is a senior this year and deciding 
where she will be heading off to college in the fall. We wish her the best of luck in 
these endeavors.  

 

As we left the creamery, Andrew and I agreed that Chloe is a great example as a 
representative for both T.I.P. and the Thoroughbred. We hope that Chloe and the 
rest of our ambassadors keep up the great work! We are very glad to have all of 
you as representatives for this initiative, and are continuously impressed by all 
that you do to positively represent our program and the Thoroughbred breed.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Samantha Smith 

Registration Services  

& Industry Initiative Specialist 

The Jockey Club 
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Featured Ambassador: Ella Sciog 

Ella and her Thoroughbred CJ 
 (Continued on page 4). 
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Fun Facts 

⋆ How many pets do you have and what kind? 
3 dogs: a Chihuahua, a Jack Russell, and a Pomeranian;  
a parakeet; and 2 horses 

⋆ Favorite animal (besides a horse): 
Dogs 

⋆ Favorite Color:  
Blue 

⋆ Favorite Food:  
Mac and Cheese 

⋆ What is something unique about you? 
I’d take an untrained horse over one already trained anytime.  
I love the challenge and feeling of accomplishment. 

⋆ What is one word that your friends would describe you as?  
 Relentless 

     Ella Sciog is an eleven year old hunter/jumper rider from 
Florida. Ella competes with her Thoroughbred Defying 
Gravity or CJ for short (Registered Jockey Club Name: Aqua 
Al). When asked how she started riding, she responded that 
she always has been in love with horses and always does 
what she can to ride.  

     When she was seven years old she was leasing a horse. 
One day, her mother took her to look at a pony. He was in 
poor shape and they couldn’t leave him there. So her mom 
got her their first pony. He had never been ridden without a 
lead-line and had been previously used for pony parties.  

     After months of getting him healthy, Ella trained him 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

herself. She googled and read whatever she could. They had 
a lot of help from other horse people, but Ella was the only 
one small enough to ride him. He and Ella learned together. 
“Now he’s the best pony ever. He loves kids” Ella says. 

     Ella has since grown too tall to ride him now, so he 
sometimes goes to other barns to teach beginners to ride. 
“He’s really great with the really small kids. I love to hear 
how he’s everyone’s favorite pony to ride” she says.  

     When Ella was nine, a woman at her barn brought in a 
rescued Thoroughbred.  The woman who brought him to 
Ella’s barn worked very hard to get him better and loved 
him very much. She wanted to find him a forever home, and 
that is how Ella found CJ. He is named after her (the woman 
who rescued CJ) granddaughter.  

     Ella’s favorite thing about her horse is that he will do 
anything she asks him to do. Ella explained, “He just knows 
and always tries his hardest. I love how competitive he gets 
at shows. You can just see the fire in his eyes before he goes 
in and I think ‘We’ve got this’. When he’s not at a show he’s 
a huge teddy bear. People are always amazed how quiet and 
well behaved he actually is”.  

     Ella used to also plays sports and track. She enjoys 
spending most her time however working with her horses. 
She is always looking to work with OTTB’s that she can help.  

     When asked what she wants to do or be when she grows 
up, Ella responded, “I’m not sure yet. But I know I will always 
have horses in my life. Definitely will involve working with 
OTTB’s and help restart them for new homes”.  
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Featured Ambassador: Ella Sciog 
Meet fellow Ambassador Ella & her horse CJ 

Q: As one of our first youth ambassadors, 
with the mission to represent our program 
and the Thoroughbred breed, what is one 
thing you would like to tell people about 
Thoroughbreds or the Thoroughbred 
Incentive Program? 
A: “I want to educate young riders about 
Thoroughbreds… Thoroughbreds are the most 
versatile breed with more heart than any other 
horse. Mine is always the most well behaved on 
trails, he can do barrels and poles. When we go 
try obstacle challenges, he always tries, even 
when I can tell he’s scared. He never gives up. 
And he can fly over jumps. Thoroughbreds can be 
great in all [disciplines]. The T.I.P. Program is 
great. I hope every Thoroughbred rider gets 
involved. It is important to keep educating riders 
what an amazing horse a Thoroughbred really is. 
I love meeting other Thoroughbred owners. They 
have the same passion as I do about them.” 
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Favorite Quotes 
Youth Ambassadors share some of their favorite motivational & inspirational quotes 

Calista Plante  
(16, Maryland)  

Gabriela Ortiz 
(15, Texas)  
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See what your fellow Ambassadors have been up to 

Ambassador Updates 

 If you have any updates for  the next newsletter, you can post them on the  
     Youth Ambassador Facebook Group or email ssmith@jockeyclub.com  

Dalton Furkis (8, Maryland) competed in his first dressage show of the year last Saturday, May 7th. He won 
both of his Introductory classes with scores of 65% and is planning to compete at training level later this show 
season. His next show is the Lendon Gray Midwest Youth Dressage Festival the end of June. He is looking 
forward to showing off his Thoroughbred, Joe!  

Dalton at his first dressage show of the year with his Thoroughbred, Joe / TJC Name: Hannah’s Hunch 
(Photo Credit: Lori Ann Thwing)  

T.I.P. YOUTH AMBASSADOR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

http://www.tjctip.com/
mailto:ssmith@jockeyclub.com
http://www.tjctip.com/


Page 7 

See what your fellow Ambassadors have been up to 

Ambassador Updates 

Sponsored by: 

 If you have any updates for  the next newsletter, you can post them on the  
     Youth Ambassador Facebook Group or email ssmith@jockeyclub.com  

Teri Simone (17, Ontario) had the opportunity to attend 
the Niagara Regional Equine Health & Wellness Expo on 
Sunday, April 17. “Had a chance to chat with some great 
professionals and pass out a few T.I.P. brochures, even a 
few to local businesses!” she shared with us. Teri is 
pictured above with a family friend, Alice.  

     Ella Sciog (11, Florida) had a great show weekend at 
Fox Lea in Venice, Florida at the end of April. Nancy Sciog 
shared that sadly she was the only entry for their 
Thoroughbred Only Challenges and those classes ended 
up scratched. However they managed to enter their 
normal classes with competing warmbloods and scored 1-
2-2 placings with Reserve Champion in the 2’6 Working 
Hunter Division. 

Suzanne Kingsbury shared with us that Caroline Kingsbury 
(17, Maryland) and Brontë's British Model participated in 
Fairhill International's Recognized Horse Trial May 22, 
“finishing 5th out of 17 at Novice. An 8 hour day in the rain 
and deep mud. Double clear for this game OTTB!” 
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See what your fellow Ambassadors have been up to 

Ambassador Updates 

 If you have any updates for  the next newsletter, you can post them on the  
     Youth Ambassador Facebook Group or email ssmith@jockeyclub.com  

Calista Plante (16, Maryland) did well this month in the Red Gate Horse 
Show with her Thoroughbred, Fuller. Cali also made it out to Sunrise on 
The Hill Top and the Preakness at Pimlico Race Course in Maryland. She 
proudly represented the T.I.P. program while sporting her Youth 
Ambassador polo at these events. She met Beverly Strauss (Co-founder 
and President of the Mid Atlantic Horse Rescue) and Steve Rothblum 
(Doug O’Neill Racing Stable). She also got to see the Budweiser 
Clydesdales. (Pictures provided by: Colette Plante) 

Cali and Fuller at the  Red Gate 
Horse Show. 
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Young Rider of the Year Application 

The Thoroughbred Incentive Program’s 

Youth Ambassador Program 

would like to thank our sponsor: 

The Maryland Horse Breeders Association  
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T.I.P. Still Accepting Applications for T.I.P. Non-Competition Awards 

     Don’t forget there is one month left to participate in the 
2016 T.I.P. Non-Competition Awards. Applications for the 
two annual awards are available online at www.tjctip.com .  
     Many of our 2016 Youth Ambassadors are frequent 
participants of the Young Rider of the Year Award which is 
one of the two annual Non-Competition Awards.  Winners 
of the 2015 Young Rider of the Year included 3 of our 
Youth Ambassadors: Teri Simone, Chloe Bellerive, and 
Caroline Kingsbury. Other Youth Ambassador participants 
for the 2015 Young Rider of the Year included: Calista 
Plante, Calvary Fielden, Dalton Furkis, Emily Zuercher, and 
Katie Hanson. 
     The T.I.P. Young Rider Award recognizes young riders, 
18 or under as of January 1, 2016, who own or lease a 
Thoroughbred for use in 4-H, Pony Club, or other 
activities. Winner(s) are determined through an essay 
contest. A total award of $5,000 that can be applied to the 
college of their choice or to their participation in an event 
that furthers their involvement with horses. 
     The other annual Non-Competition Award includes the 
Thoroughbred of the Year Award. This award recognizes a 

Thoroughbred that has excelled in a non-competitive 
career, such as equine-assisted therapy or police work. 
This award includes a $5,000 grant to the non-profit 
organization associated with the horse, or if no 
organization is associated with the horse, to a horse-
related charity chosen by The Jockey Club.  

 

 

⋆ See the official press release here: 
http://thejockeyclub.com/Default.asp?section=Resourc
es&area=10&story=899  

⋆ More information on the T.I.P. website: 
http://www.tjctip.com/Default.asp?page=17  

Applications are due June 30, 2016 
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The T.I.P. Youth Ambassador Program is offered  
to young riders who own a Thoroughbred and  

have actively participated in T.I.P. sponsored shows  
or classes and award programs.  

The goal is to promote participation in T.I.P. with the mission  
to encourage retraining of Thoroughbreds into other disciplines 

upon completion of careers in racing or breeding.  

Annual Sponsorship choices: 

Level 1: $500
Sponsor logo/link included in  

Youth Ambassador monthly newsletter 

Level 2: $1,000
Mention on T.I.P. Facebook page

Sponsor logo/link included in  
Youth Ambassador monthly newsletter

Sponsor material included in initiate ambassador mailings
Sponsor logo on Youth Ambassador page within the T.I.P. website

Youth Ambassador Program
Sponsorship Opportunities

Youth Ambassador Program Sponsorhip Form
Organization:
Address:

Phone:
Primary Contact:
Contact Email:
Contact Phone:

Sponsorship Choice: c Level 1, $500     c Level 2, $1,000

Contact: Kristin Werner Leshney 
821 Corporate Dr., Lexington, KY 40503 

(859)-224-2720 
tjctip@jockeyclub.com

tjctip.com




