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Stallions on display 
at Northview Stallion 
Station Open House
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Maryland Stallion News 
Presented by Jim McKay Maryland Million Day

VISIT MARYLAND STALLION FARMS: 
 
Open House - Saturday, January 22 - Country Life Farm 
Address: 319 Old Joppa Rd, Fallston, MD 21047 
Time: 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Private showings - Anchor & Hope Farm 
Address: 160 Anchor and Hope Ln, Port Deposit, MD 21904 
Contact Louis Merryman (443-907-7122) to make an appointment. 

Keep up with all of the stallion news, open houses and learn more about Maryland’s stallion farms at  

MarylandMillion.com

https://www.countrylifefarm.com/
http://anchorhopefarm.com/
https://www.marylandmillion.com/
https://wedoauctions.com/bidapp/index.php?slug=marylandhorse
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Northview Stallion Station Open House: Dec. 11
Photos by Lydia Williams
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MTCP alumni Charles Churchill 
awarded 2021/2022 Joe Hirsch Legacy 

Equine Academy Scholarship
Originally published by BloodHorse, 
December 11. 

Written by Megan Arszman

It’s one thing to grow up in Louisville, 
Ky., near the world’s most renowned 

racetrack, and it’s another to actually 
share your last name with 
the name of that racetrack—
but for Charles Churchill, 
the stars just happened to 
align.

Now growing up tour-
ing the backside of Chur-
chill Downs and attending 
the Longines Kentucky Oaks 
(G1) and Kentucky Derby 
Presented by Woodford Re-
serve (G1) years ago has 
led him to a new career 
path, and the 2021/2022 
Joe Hirsch Legacy Equine 
Academy Scholarship recip-
ient is pursuing his choice 
with a passion. 

At first, horse racing 
was just a part of his social 
circles in Louisville. Chur-
chill’s grandfather would 
take him around the back-
side on weekend mornings, 
and he’d celebrate school 
being let out on Kentucky 
Oaks Day by having gener-
al admission to the track. 
His first horse racing maga-
zine he ever purchased was 
BloodHorse. And when he and his 
friends attended Downs After Dark, 
they’d head to the concerts while he 
made a beeline to the rail for the races. 
Still, horse racing wasn’t the direction 
his life was going. 

That is, until the COVID-19 pan-
demic happened. Churchill saw that 
while the rest of the world shut down, 
the horse industry didn’t. He was trying 
to decide if he should switch his major 
from the University of Kentucky’s busi-

ness school to Equine Science and 
Management; the pandemic helped 
him take the plunge.

“(Horse racing) was always some-
thing I was into, but I didn’t know if 
there was a viable career for it,” said 
Churchill. “When COVID happened, I 

decided it was now or never.”
Churchill used the knowledge of 

his mentors at UK, including internship 
coordinator Savannah Robbins, who 
pointed him in the direction of farms to 
contact for internships. After a pandem-
ic-related internship cancellation, he 
reached out to local farms and finally 
connected with Bill Landes, general 
manager at Hermitage Farm. 

“I talked the farm manager at Her-
mitage and essentially pleaded for a 

job just to get exposure to the horses 
and the industry,” Churchill said. “Mr. 
Landes graciously welcomed me and 
would bring me into his office on the 
weekends, while I worked on the farm 
learning all about grooming and breed-
ing during the week.

“It was definitely a 
change from business 
school,” he continued. “And 
Mr. Landes would say, ‘That 
Churchill boy didn’t know 
the first thing about being 
around a horse when he 
started here.’” 

After that internship, 
Churchill switched his major 
and focused on obtaining 
more experience and mak-
ing more contacts within the 
industry.

“I decided that racing 
and racetrack operations 
was definitely the path I 
wanted to work towards,” 
he said. “And I knew I need-
ed to learn about horse rac-
ing from the ground up... 
literally.”

Taking advantage of his 
proximity to Keeneland, 
Churchill reached out to Jim 
Pendergest, the Lexington 
oval’s director of racing sur-
faces, to learn about what 
really goes into racing sur-
faces and how they contrib-

ute to the safety of the horses. He then 
was accepted into the Maryland Thor-
oughbred Career Program, and spent 
a week in the Mid-Atlantic region net-
working and learning about the re-
gion’s industry. This past fall he shad-
owed Keeneland racing secretary Ben 
Huffman as well as completing an in-
ternship with the Kentucky Horse Rac-
ing Commission. 

“One of the coolest experiences 
I’ve had, so far, was taking over as the 

https://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/articles/255511/hirsch-scholarship-winner-changes-lanes-charges-ahead
https://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/articles/255511/hirsch-scholarship-winner-changes-lanes-charges-ahead
https://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/articles/255511/hirsch-scholarship-winner-changes-lanes-charges-ahead
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director of equine safety initiatives one 
day at Keeneland,” Churchill said. “I 
learned all about the test barn, testing 
protocols as well as the safety initia-
tives.”

Throughout all of this, Churchill 
has maintained his grades at UK while 
serving as part of the diversity, equity 
and inclusion committee, where he 
works with other students to help in-
crease awareness of minorities and 
help others fight inequity.

“Working with Greg Harbut, Ray 
Daniels, and the Ed Brown Society to 
create more opportunities for minorities 
in the industry has made a big impact 
in my mission and my career choices,” 
Churchill said.

Citing the lack of minorities in up-
per-level track management positions, 
Churchill added: “That’s an initiative 
I’m working towards—to close the gap 
for minorities.”

Churchill hopes to do that, thanks 
to the Joe Hirsch Legacy Equine Acad-
emy Scholarship Award. The scholar-

ship was originally established at UK 
in 2005 as part of the UK’s College of 
Agriculture, Good and Environment, 
home of the Equine Science and Man-
agement undergraduate degree pro-
gram. The scholarship is made possi-
ble thanks to the contributions of the 
National Thoroughbred Racing Associ-
ation, the Daily Racing Form, and 
many others in conjunction with the 
Legacy Equine Academy. 

“I am extremely grateful for the Joe 
Hirsch Legacy Academy Scholarship 
Fund because it has provided me with 
additional funds to allow me to contin-
ue my studies at the University of Ken-
tucky,” Churchill said. “I hope to utilize 
UK’s curriculum to develop my knowl-
edge on various direct and indirect 
economic contributions of wagering 
and necessary protocol required for a 
successful racing program in respec-
tive jurisdictions.”

On top of finishing his college de-
gree, Churchill is in pursuit of more les-
sons to learn in the industry. He already 

has another internship lined up with a 
track management group and looks to 
gain firsthand knowledge about wa-
gering, racing, and how it all works in 
conjunction with the economy. 

“I definitely want to work with raci-
no conglomerates to learn more about 
that working relationship, and I’m also 
thinking of working towards being ac-
cepted into the Darley Flying Start pro-
gram,” he said. “I want to see how we 
can improve the sport from all aspects.

“I am just so extremely thankful for 
everyone who has supported me,” 
Churchill added. “Jumping into a 
brand new industry is not easy, but the 
horse industry has been very welcom-
ing. I hope I can continue on this path, 
and I hope to change the sport for the 
better.”

 
Joe Hirsch Legacy Equine 

Academy Scholarship awarded 
to UK’s Charles Churchill

https://equine.ca.uky.edu/content/joe-hirsch-legacy-equine-academy-scholarship-awarded-uk%E2%80%99s-charles-churchill
https://www.beyondthewire.org/sponsor-a-sanctuary-horse/
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What’s New 
in Maryland

National News

Maryland Fund stallion registrations due Dec. 31stMaryland Fund stallion registrations due Dec. 31st
Don’t miss a bonus! Register your stallion for the Maryland Fund before his 

runners make their first starts in 2022. The registration fee is $250. Although 
registration may be made at any time, no bonus will be paid on any race unless 

the stallion was registered prior to the running of said race. Registration is 
effective when fee is received, not when post marked.

Register your stallion

Racing to resume at 
Laurel Park Dec. 16

Live racing will resume at Laurel 
Park Thursday, Dec. 16, given pos-

itive feedback received during a spe-
cial Maryland Racing Committee held 
to provide an update on the reconstitu-
tion of the cushion material on the dirt 
track. Continue reading

Pegasus to be last 
call for Knicks Go

Having built one of the largest sta-
bles in America, trainer Brad Cox 

doesn’t have much time to reflect on his 
escalating accomplishments. But he ac-
knowledges thinking a lot about Breed-
ers’ Cup Classic (G1) winner Knicks 
Go’s final career start coming in Gulfst-
ream Park’s $3 million Pegasus World 
Cup Invitational (G1) on Jan. 29. Con-
tinue reading

Maryland Horse 
Industry Board signs 

cooperative agreement 
with Anhui Province 
China’s Equestrian 

Association

Maryland Secretary of State John 
Wobenmsith was joined by Min-

ister Xueyuan Xu from the Embassy of 
the People’s Republic of China as well 
as Maryland Deputy Secretary of Agri-
culture Julie Oberg, and Ross Peddi-
cord, Executive Director of the Mary-
land Horse Industry Board, to sign an 
agreement with the Anhui Province 
Equestrian Association and Dangshan 
County that will promote equestrian 
practices, strengthening a 41-year-old 
partnership between Maryland and its 
sister state. Continue reading 

Washington 
International Horse 
Show plans return 

to D.C. area as a 
Five Star in 2022

The board of directors of the Wash-
ington International Horse Show 

(WIHS) presented by MARS Equestri-
anTM is pleased to announce the sto-
ried and prestigious equestrian event 
has officially applied to the USEF and 
FEI for a change of venue to return 
home to the greater Washington, D.C. 
area and to upgrade the show to the 
FEI 5* level, continuing as a member of 

the Longines FEI Jumping World Cup™ 
North American League in 2022. Con-
tinue reading

Reminder on 2022 
Continuing Education 
licensing requirement

All Maryland horsemen are remind-
ed that a Continuing Education 

requirement takes effect with licensing 
for 2022. Continue reading

2022 Thoroughbred Makeover 
applications now open for preview

2021 Thoroughbred Owner 
Conference series concludes 

with aftercare panel

Foal Patrol season 5 to 
kick off in January

Hot Rod Charlie wins 2021 
Secretariat Vox Populi Award

https://www.mdhorsemen.com/836-live-racing-to-resume-at-laurel-park-dec-16
https://www.gulfstreampark.com/racing/news-details/2021/12/14/pegasus-world-cup-will-be-bittersweet-for-cox
https://www.gulfstreampark.com/racing/news-details/2021/12/14/pegasus-world-cup-will-be-bittersweet-for-cox
https://news.maryland.gov/mda/press-release/2021/12/15/maryland-horse-industry-board-signs-cooperative-agreement-with-anhui-province-chinas-equestrian-association/
https://wihs.org/washington-international-horse-show-plans-return-to-the-d-c-area-as-a-five-star-in-2022/
https://wihs.org/washington-international-horse-show-plans-return-to-the-d-c-area-as-a-five-star-in-2022/
https://www.mdhorsemen.com/835-reminder-on-2022-continuing-education-licensing-requirement
https://www.jockeyclub.com/Default.asp?section=Resources&area=10&story=1307
https://www.racingmuseum.org/about/news/foal-patrol-season-5-kick-january
https://www.secretariat.com/fan-club/vox-populi-award/
https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/index.php/stallions/stallion-registration
https://www.tbmakeover.org/
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Winners
December 7 - 13, 2021

Fudge Cake CT 120921 Bandbox–English 
Muffin (English Channel) B: Mr and Mrs 
Charles McGinnes, O: Louis J. Ulman and 
Neil H. Glasser, Clm by: Cooper (T: Jones 
Jr)  MARYLAND-SIRED

Padrino’s Heart CT 120921 El Padrino–
Flirtatious Heart (Allen’s Prospect) B: Phyllis 
M Browne, O: Non Stop Stable

Sheriff’s Kid CT 120921 Exaggerator–
Candida H. (Lemon Drop Kid) B: Fitzhugh, 
LLC, O: John Oller and C and B Stables

Edict Pen 121021 Strong Mandate–Isn’t It 
Suave (Suave) B/O: Sinatra Thoroughbred 
Racing and Breeding

Flank Speed Pen 121021 Midshipman–
Leva Mae (Emancipator) B/O: Susan S. 
Cooney

Let Us Make Gold CT 121121 Golden 
Lad–Queen Kennelot (Awesome Again) B: 
Charles C D McGill, O: C and B Stables  
MARYLAND-SIRED

Make It a Double CT 121121 Bourbon 
Courage–Who Needs (Montbrook) B: 
Clover Hill Racing, LLC, O: John Fanelli and 
Ultra Championship MARYLAND-SIRED

Sing a Verse CT 121121 Great Notion–Last 
Verse (Opening Verse) B: Nancy Lee Farms, 
O: Reinier and Lourdes Castilla MARYLAND-
SIRED

A Ring Thing Aqu 121221 The Factor–I’m 
Engaged (Broken Vow) B: Housatonic 
Stables LLC, O: Sean Shay, Clm by: Perez 
Stables LLC (T: Vazquez)

Divine Huntress PRX 121321 Divining 
Rod–Thrill Seeker (Housebuster) B: Dr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Bowman, Ricky L. Buckley and 
Joshua Dreiband, O: Long Valley Stables, 
LLC MARYLAND-SIRED

Wee Monie Creek Mnr 121321 Orientate–
Wee Irish Maid (Bowman’s Band) B: Mrs 
Frank P Wright, O: Osborne Smith 
MARYLAND-SIRED

Maryland-Bred
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Calendar
Saturday, December 18 
Maryland-bred/Maryland-sired stakes 
at Laurel Park: $100,000 Maryland 
Juvenile Fillies Championship, 
$100,000 Maryland Juvenile 
Championship

Sunday, December 26 
MATCH Series ends at Laurel Park

Friday, December 31 
Maryland Fund Stallion registrations 
due

Saturday, January 22 
Country Life Farm Open House

Monday, January 31, 2022 
Maryland Million Stallion nomination 
deadline

Maryland Horse Calendar 
Follow this link to stay up-to-date with 
events in the Maryland horse industry. 
If you have an event you’d like added 
to the calendar, email us

Get the latest edition of 
Maryland Horse  

WEEKLY  
sent right to your inbox. 

Sign up today!

Support our Business Members

Erskine & Associates 
EQUINE VETERINARY PRACTICE

Interested in becoming an MHBA Business Member? 
Learn more

https://marylandhorse.com/index.php/events/calendar
https://marylandhorse.com/index.php/contact-us
https://list.robly.com/subscribe?a=e2b6d2ead211dba147cae2ac8066f00a
https://www.themillstores.com/pages/equine
https://www.mafc.com/
https://erskinedvm.com/
https://designatedhittersracing.com/
https://www.libertydiscount.com/
https://tpgins.net/
https://www.rippeonequipment.com/
https://www.adlerdisplay.com/
https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/index.php/members-information/business-member-directory
https://equinevetcare.com/
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Classifieds
EMO Insurance 
Who better to purchase equine farm 
related insurance than from a horseman 
representing a company of horsemen. 
Writing all types of insurance coverage: 
farm, mortality and liability. Contact Bill 
Reightler at 443.935.7583 or billr3@
verizon.net

Bill Reightler Sales Agent  
One of the region’s leading sales agent. 
Call for a free consultation on your 
bloodstock needs 443.935.7583 or visit 
BillReightlerBloodstock.com

Get Virginia Certified: Ashanti 
Farm located near Charlottesville, VA has 

full care openings for owners who want 
their thoroughbreds to benefit from being 
part of Virginia Certified Thoroughbred 
Program. Full care includes bedded stalls 
cleaned daily, twice daily feeding, turn 
in/turnout, and night check. $1100.00 
per month, with discount available for 
multiple horses. For more information or 
to setup an appointment to view please 
contact danddhorsecare@gmail.com 
 
For Rent: 5 stalls available with 
attached 1 bedroom apartment on a 
private farm in Gordonsville, VA. Barn 
includes use of assigned paddocks, feed 
room, tack room, wash stall, laundry 
room, and riders lounge. Use of Indoor 
riding arena and covered outdoor 
ring. Stalls and apartment rent as unit 
for $3500.00 per month, utilities not 
included. For more information or to 
setup an appointment to view please 
contact danddhorsecare@gmail.com

Any Breeder/Owner member may click this link to 
submit a classified for the next Bulletin. Options 
will include how long you want the ad to run and 
if you would like it to run in the next print edition 
of Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred. 

Maryland Horse
WEEKLY

Introductory 

Advertising Rates

Full page $125; Half page $80

Contact Barrie Reightler  
410-252-2100 x116

240-654-0055 direct line

https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/index.php
https://marylandhorse.com/index.php/maryland-horse-library-education-center
https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/index.php?option=com_rsform&formId=19
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