
Maryland Horse Breeders Association 
Meeting of Board of Directors 
September 18, 2019, Buchner Hall, Goucher College 
 

Present:  On the phone:         Others Present: 
George Adams  Michael Horning        Cricket Goodall 
Richard Blue  TK Kuegler         Katy Voss 
Richard Hackerman    Jordyn Egan 
Michael Harrison    Craig Gegorek  
Christy Holden      Tim Perry    
Louis Merryman     Jen McLaughlin 
Sabrina Moore            Mike Pons 
David Moose      
Kent Murray 
Larry Murray 
Bill Reightler  
Tom Rooney 
Jim Steele  
David Wade 
Theresa Wiseman 
              
       
Minutes from MHBA Meeting: 

1. Michael Harrison kicked off the meeting with a review of the minutes from the last board 
meeting.  Theresa Wiseman pointed out that there were no banners in Bel Air and that 
change to the minutes was accepted.  Larry Murray made a motion to accept the revised 
minutes and Jim Steele seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous. 

 
2. Tim Perry discussed the legislative session concluding and the one coming later this year. 

a. The award presented to Mike Miller at the crab feast was received very well.  It is 
one of the few awards on display in the Senate chambers. 

b. Adrienne Jones was elected as House Speaker. He noted that it is important to 
continue to work with the key committees, their chairs and leadership since there are 
many new legislators.  

c. Expect to see the Pimlico plan in the media in October.  Mike Miller is ok with the 
plan. 

d. Expect sports betting to be proposed for the tracks in addition to casinos, and maybe 
on-line. 

 
3. Kent Murray reviewed the financial status 

a. Kent reviewed the revenues, expenses, and balance sheet.  After answering 
questions Kent requested a motion. Bill Reightler made a motion to accept the 
financial statement and Jim Steele seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 
and the motion passed. 

b. Kent Murray reviewed the progress of the Finance Committee on the Investment 
Plan.  The investment policy and the request for proposal went out to four 
prospective investment managers.  Three supplied proposals and of the three two 
were deemed acceptable.  After sending additional questions to the two, one was 
chosen as best value for Maryland Horse Breeders Association, Wells Fargo.  A 
proposal was made by Kent to accept the process and move forward with the 
investment.  Richie Blue made a motion to accept and David Wade seconded the 
motion.  The vote was unanimous, and the motion passed. 

c. Craig Gegorek reviewed the Audited Financial Statement.  He noted that the MHBA 
audit produced a clean report and confirmed that the statements are “… in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of 
America.”  Also, that the balance sheet is very strong.  Kent Murray made a motion 
to accept the audit and Jim Steele seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 
and the audit was accepted. 

d. It was agreed that the 990 would be circulated for review and once approved would 
be filed next week. 

 
4. Old Business/Updates: 

a. Cricket Goodall reviewed Maryland Pride Day.  It was a good day of racing with a 
family friendly area for the kids. 

b. Bill Reightler reviewed the Maryland State Fair equine activities:   
i. 60,000 people went thru the Horse Land exhibits. 
ii. College day at the track was well attended. 
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iii. Racing handle and field size were both down from last year, likely the result 
of Colonial Downs racing at the same time. 

iv. Lots of people attended and it is a great place to develop new fans. 
c. Cricket Goodall reviewed progress with InCompass.  They are still working out the 

kinks on the communications and what the MHBA need to see as a result.  
InCompass does not provide coverage in the case of a data breach so Cricket is 
working on a new cyber security insurance policy to increase the MHBA coverage. 
She confirmed that MHBA will make sure In-Compass addresses that problem in 
future contracts.  She hopes to have the new program in place with InCompass by 
year end. 
 

5. Committee reports: 
a. Richie Blue reviewed the progress of the Permanent Home Committee.  The current 

lease is up in November.  The group is looking at available locations in Baltimore and 
Harford counties to buy, lease, or build. 

b. Sabina Moore gave a Legislative committee report.  She suggested board members 
start introducing legislators to the farms in their districts to build political support.  
The committee is also looking at individual fund raisers to attend so the legislators 
meet industry participants.  

c. TK Kuegler gave the Communication and Event Committee report.  They are adding 
Marketing to committee responsibilities.  He said the most important job of the MHBA 
is to grow the number of members, breeders and horses. To that end he is working 
on measurable goals to increase the numbers of members and increasing the 
number of foals bred and sired by Maryland stallions.  It was also suggested to add a 
contest to name a foal to the activities on Maryland Million Day.  This effort will 
require farms to participate with allowing a foal/yearling to be named by the winner, 
and then the farm will need to follow through with interaction and updates to the 
winner.  Several farms volunteered to be a part of the promotion. 

d. Cricket Goodall gave the social media update from Sarah Gordon, the new MHBA 
communications manager.  She provided a handout that showed Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter followers were all up.  Goals for the year were provided as 
well as several ideas:  Maryland Thoroughbred farm features; Holiday picture 
contest; around the world with Maryland Flag Horse; and 30 second highlight videos 
for events. 
 

6. New Business: 
a. October 26th is set for the 90th anniversary wrap up party at Country Life from 4 to 

7:00 PM.  Legislators are invited so need a good turn out from the board as well. 
There is no charge for this event.  It will be a look back at MHBA history but also 
looking to the future.  

b. Cricket Goodall discussed the Horse Racing Integrity Act.  After extensive discussion 
is was agreed that the Lasix issue needs to be defined. 

c. Cricket Goodall introduced the two new board members, George Adams and Tom 
Rooney.  They discussed the lack of a spokesperson at the national level for the 
horse racing industry.  Both agreed it needed to start with the passage of the Horse 
Racing Integrity Act. 

d. Cricket Goodall concluded with the distribution of the 10 duties of non-profit board 
members. 

 
7. Kent Murray made a motion to adjourn, David Moose seconded, and the vote was 

unanimous. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kent Murray 

Secretary-Treasurer 


