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Minutes from the Maryland Horse Breeders Association Meeting: 

1. Michael Harrison introduced Ahesahmahk Dahn, who established City Ranch in 2007 to 
give inner-city children a chance to work with horses.  Ahesahmahk travels throughout 
Baltimore City to teach kids how to work with and ride horses.  He established the program 
to give the kids more confidence and to help them grow in a positive way.  Ahesahmahk 
encouraged the board to get involved with the program. 

 
2. Justin Ross from Perry, White, Ross & Jacobson gave the legislative update. 

a. Lots of new people in leadership roles in both the House and Senate.  Baltimore 
County and Baltimore City will have a key representative with the Speaker of the 
House (Baltimore County) and the soon-to be elected President of the Senate 
(Baltimore City).  Maintaining a united front from the entire horse industry will 
continue to be important as issues are debated. 

b. The Pimlico plan is off to a good start with support from both leaders in the House 
and Senate.  There has been some concern from Prince Georges County related to 
Bowie but that is expected to be worked out. 

c. Sports betting has become a largely non-controversial issue.  It is important that both 
the racetracks and the casinos get it.  In New Jersey and Pennsylvania 85% of 
sports betting is done on mobile devices.  The success of sports betting will be 
driven by the taxes applied to it. 
 

3. Michael Harrison reviewed the minutes from the last board meeting.  Richie Blue made a 
motion to accept the revised minutes and David Moose seconded the motion.  The vote was 
unanimous, and the minutes were accepted. 
 

4. Kent Murray reviewed the financial reports 
a. Kent reviewed the revenues, expenses, and balance sheet.  Larry Murray made a 

motion to accept the financial statement and Jim Steele seconded the motion.  The 
vote was unanimous, and the motion passed. 

b. Kent Murray and Michael Horning reviewed the progress of the investment plan.  
Wells Fargo made a proposal that followed the Investment Policy approved by the 
board at the September meeting.  The policy outlines the type of investments that 
Wells Fargo is supposed to make and outlines how they will be measured.  The 
overall investment policy is at the lower end of the risk scale.  The Wells Fargo plan 
was revised slightly by the Investment Committee and accepted.  The Executive 
Committee recommended to the Board to move forward with the investment plan as 
presented. Jim Steele made a motion to accept the plan and move forward with the 
investment plan.    Larry Murray seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 
and the motion passed.  
 

5. Old Business/Updates: 
a. Michael Harrison and Cricket Goodall met with Kent Devereaux, the new president of 

Goucher, to discuss the future investment in the equine facility.  Mr. Devereaux is 
putting a plan forward that makes capital investments in the Science building with 
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plans for all other capital projects on campus on hold unless there are donors 
identified.  The MHBA just renewed the lease on the building but can be out with 120 
days’ notice.  Mr. Devereaux stated that we are welcome to stay as long as we like.  
With no equine center in the immediate plans and the cramped spaces the team is 
operating in we will likely need other housing. 

b. Michael Harrison has been asked to look at what new diagnostic machines should be 
placed at Laurel to help prevent future injuries.  He and a team are looking at all 
possibilities.  The intention is not to replace New Bolton and other veterinary centers 
but to provide a quick look to ensure soundness. 

c. Cricket Goodall reviewed progress with In-Compass.  The cyber security issue has 
been resolved with the MHBA taking additional insurance.  Other racing jurisdictions 
are following suit because the issue had not come up before.  Implementation is 
proceeding with the target date of the end of 2019.   
 

6. Committee reports: 
a. Michael Harrison reviewed the Executive Committee meeting.  The investment plan, 

In Compass, the meeting with the Goucher president and the permanent home 
committee were all discussed in detail and can be found in other sections. 

b. Richie Blue reviewed the progress of the Permanent Home Committee.  While the 
lease has been renewed on the current facility the committee has made very good 
progress on other locations.  Cricket Goodall has also talked to representatives from 
Harford and Baltimore county regarding locations in both counties.  Both counties 
have Agricultural Centers and would like to have MHBA as part of those facilities,  
but there are issues with those plans as they would be long-term ground leases.  The 
best choice currently is a location in Reisterstown, which many Board members 
visited before today’s meeting.  Richie had prepared a comparison sheet with the 
costs of the Reisterstown property and other possible options.  
 

Richie confirmed that it would be a good investment at the right price.  He said the next 
step, upon Board approval, would be to make an offer on the property.  After some 
discussion about the property and the amount to offer David Moose made a motion to 
move forward with an offer of up to $925k based on Richie’s comparisons. Jim Steele 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, and the motion passed. 

c. Christy Holden presented the Farm/Stallion Committee report.  The goal is to 
increase the number of mares bred to Maryland stallions and increase the number of 
mares and mare owners in the state.  The committee developed several ideas like 
bring back the Maryland sired win bonus; waiver maiden claiming races for 
Maryland-sired; and adding a non-winner of 3 or Maryland sired race.  Other 
suggestions were to find other sources of revenue to boost Maryland-sired awards; 
Maryland-sired preference in stakes races; and increasing Maryland Million Day 
purses. 

d. Michael Horning provided the Breed Promotion Committee update.  The Maryland 
Bred Fund projections are solid through the middle of next year.  Options were 
discussed on a plan if the Maryland Bred Fund needs dramatic changes.  Other 
discussions were held on the Maryland-bred stakes for 2020.  Need additional 
discussion and a meeting with MTHA and the racetrack operators.  Cricket agreed to 
set up the meeting. 
 

7. New Business: 
a. Discussion on making a $1,000 contribution to City Ranch. Bill Reightler made a 

motion to make the donation and Jim Steele seconded the motion.  The vote was 
unanimous, and the motion passed. 

b. Beyond the Wire has asked for a $5,000 donation to help them fund the larger than 
expected influx of horses.  Larry Murray made a motion for the donation and George 
Adams seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, and the motion passed. 

c. There is a Horse Industry fundraiser for Senator Bill Ferguson on December 23rd at 
Michael Harrison’s farm.  MHBA is being asked for a donation of $5,000.  Kent 
Murray made a motion for the donation and Christy Holden seconded the motion.  
The vote was unanimous, and the motion passed. 

d. Horse Industry day is January 22 in Annapolis.  Next board meeting may be held 
there. 

 
8. Jim Steele made a motion to adjourn, David Wade seconded, and the vote was unanimous. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kent Murray 

Secretary-Treasurer 


